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Statement of
Significance:

Cbicago, Illinois.
Dwelling,

The Charnley House, probably designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright during the time he worked for aAdler
and Sullivan, was recognized in February 1960
by the Commission on Chicsgo Srchitectural
Landmark,

PART I, HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

1.

Original ond subsequent ovmers (chain of title):

Legal description of the property: Part of Lol 35 in
John Jacob sstor's addition to Chiecago being 2 Sub-
division of part of the N.VW., fractional 1/4 of Section

3~39-14.

The following was taken from: Drury, John, 0ld Chicago
Houges (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1941),
pp. 484-488; and Book 422, pp. 37-39, Cook County
Recorder's Office.

The house was designed for James Charnley, a Chicago
lumberman (Drury, 1941, p. 484). James and Helen Charnley
had purchased the property from Louise S, Iong and husband
on February 12, 1890 (Document 1221142). Redmond Stephens,
an attorney (Drury, 1941, p. 487) purchased the house on
November 3, 1911. (Document 4861077). Stephens sold the
house to James B, Waller, a real estate man, on August

g, 1918 (Document 6372577). James B. Waller III, his

son, owned the house to 1941 (Drury, 1941 pp. 487). It

is presently owned by Nettie J. Waller et al. as of the
last entry daeted January 2, 1958 (Document 17100676).

Date of erection: 1892.

Architect: Adler énd_Sullivan's office; general form
and exterior detailing is thought to be the work of
Frank Lloyd Wright (Morrison, 1935, p. 133). Perhaps
some work is by George Grant Elmslie, also of Adler
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and Sullivan (Gebhard, Journal of the Socieiyv of Archi-
tectural Historians, May, 1960, p. 63).

4. Original plans, consitruction, ete: The original house
contained two rooms per floor separated by the central
stair hall. The housc has a basement. two stories, and
an attic. t is built primarily of yellow Reman brick,

The base, doorway, and flanking windows are of limestone
ashiar. The balcony, with Wright's geometric adaptation
of Sullivan ornament, lg of stalned wood, while the cor-
nices are of light green copper. (Meorrison, 1935, p. 132).

5. HNotes on alterations and additions: 4 %en foot addition
was made to the south end of the house, The siructure
was superimposed over what was originally a garden wall
extending from the bascment stonework (date unknown).
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BT 11. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
&, General Statemend:

-1l. Architectural interesgsi: The house 1s an early work of
Frank Lloyd Wright, designed while he was employed by
the firm of Adler and Sullivan.

Condition of Tabric: The house is in generally good
condition inside and out. There is some decay of the
wood of the balcony. 4Ll exterior wooden itrim is in
need of painting.

B. Description of Exteriocr;
1. Number of stories: Three.

2. Over-all dimensions: Approximately 26' (north) by 76!
{west, froni), including the addition on the moutih side.

3. Layoubt--ghape: Almost rectangular--south wall of addi-
tion angles out at approximately 95° to follow scuth lot
line.

4. Foundations: Rough stone; plastered over in the base-
ment., A small (4") limestone water table is al the bhase
of all four exterior walls.

5. %Wall consiruction, finlsh and color: The lower seven
feet of the north and west walls are smooth-f{aced random
aghlar limestone.. This stone extends up arcund the front
door and flanking windows. There is alsc a limssione belt
course beltween the second and third floors, and beneath
- the cornice.  The resi of the north and west walls are
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yellow Homan brick with matching mortar, The balcony
is conatrucited of wood which is painted brovm. The south
and esasgt walls ars common brick,

Stoops: There are three limestone steps with flanking
cheaks at the front door,

Chimmeys: One central chimney on the rear ecast wall and
one cach from the north and south fireplaces.

Openings:

a. Doorways: Central front door on west side; small
unused door 1o pantry and basement on east side;
side door %o kitchen {addition) on south side., The
main door on the west side unusually wide, painted
black with an iron grill of typiecal Sullivan orna-
ment.,

b. Windows: Basement: Thare are three groups of
bagement windows each of four sqguare windows—-—
one group on the north and itwo groups on the west.
These arc set deeply into the limegtone base and
are covered with metal grills. There are two simi-~
lar, narrow slit windows on either side of the main
door. A stock basement window 1s on the west in
the south addition. The first floor windows flank-
ing the door are the casement type, with leading
in a circular patierm. Elsewhere on the upper
floors, double-hung windews. The balcony also
has casement windows. A1l windows except those
of the balcony have limestone sills

Roof' :

a. Shape, covering: Flat roof, built—up roofiﬁg,
gloped downward sbout six ineches to meet the cor~-
nice.

b. Cornice: 4 copper cornice projects on the north
and wesl, decorated on both the face and soffith.

A similar cornice caps the balcony.
e, Balcony: The west balcony projects about one Toot

on seven cantilivered wooden beams, The entire
structure is richly decorated in typical Sulllvan
ornament .

0. Descripticn of Inlbericr:

1.

Floor plang: Basement~-The original kitchen was located
in the south end of the basement and was comnected with
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the first floor butler's pantry by a dumb-waiter. The
large warming stove remainsg, The north end is the laundry
room. The floors are wooden and the walls plastered,
Firgt floor: The first floor is entered from a sireet-
level entry which is five steps lower than ithe first-
floor level., The entry leads tc a large foyer which
has a small sitting area on either side, Zntirance o
all arcas from the foyer is made ‘through large arches,
to sitting rooms on the west, iiving room on the north,
dining room on the south, and to the stalrway on the
east. aAn arched guest closet on thoe esast wall repeats
the arch of the stairwdl cntrance, Off the dining room
is a small butler's pantry. The south addition contains
a large now kitchen on the east and & small screcened-in
porch on the west.

Second and third floors: The upper floors are similar
in plan to the first floor. The large central stair
well and hall connects the four bedrooms, twe on each
floor, one nerth and one gouth. Each has a private
bath, large closets and 2 {ireplace, The second {loor
balcony may be entered through double doors from the
central stailr well or from the master bedroom to the
gouth., The south addition provides another large room
and terrace off the master bedroom on the second floor,
and servants' quarters on the third floor.

Stairways: The house is built around the large central
gtairway which extends from the first to the third floors.
The wooden stairs are unusually low and wide. The sccond
{loor railing around the stair well is decorated in typical
Sullivan ornament. A screen of closely spaced woodsn
uprights rises from the east side of second-floor siair
well to conmnect with the third floor stair well roiling

of the same material and degign. The gtadir well is

lighted by a large skylight. There is a circular

-gervants' gtairway from the basement to the third floor

in the rear (east side} of the house, also lighted by

‘a skylight.,

Flooring: Mostly wood. ' The bathrooms have white hexa-
gonal tile floors. 4 two~foot wide strip of mosaic floor
is located in the foyer at the east wall between the stair-
way and the guest closet.

Wall and ceiling finish: The interior wallg and ceilings
are plaster with a2 point or wallpaper finish.

Doors: The doorways on the first floor are low arches.

Interior doors are all approximately 77T high, single-panel,
beaded trim., The decoration on the owitside front door
and inside entry door are especially noteworthy.
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Decorative features snd trim: The house has espgeially
fine wooden molding with beaded trim threugnout. The
living room and dining room fireplaces are marble with
maniezls ornamented in typleal Sullivan designs. The
large booXkecases in the living room also have beaded glass
doorg in a typical Suliivan gdesien.

Heating: The {ireplaces on all fleors arc no longer in
use. The house has central gas heating with radiators
and cold-air ducts in the floor,

Orientation and general setting: The house Taces west

on Asbor Street. It 1e one block from Lake Michigan

to the sast, in the fashicnable Gold Coast section of
Chicago, There are many old town houses sround it as

well as several ney high-rise apartment buildings, The
pregent owner has stauted that the properbty has been zought
after as a site for another high-rise building, but she
does not intend to sell L.

landscaping, walks, enclosures: The house ig at the
sidewalk line on the north and west. There is a small
grass strip outside the sidewalk with two tress on the
west, The fenced-in backyard is not landscaped.

Prepared by Larry Homolka, Historian.
Natlonal Park Service
August 1963.
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